
 

Insignificant: The Web Series.  
 

Mix PBS with Drunk History and add a Feminist Twist 

 

 

Click the photo to watch the teaser! 
 

     ORIGINS OF THE WEB SERIES 

 

"Insignificant" by Sean Michael Welch was 

first produced as a play by Infinite Variety Productions. 
  
The piece documented the lives and discoveries of the 
first female astronomers, whose findings are well known, 
but whose names are not. The show received critical 
acclaim and garnered much interest from audiences and 
the scientific community, so much that we decided to 
transform it into a web series to expand its reach. 

 
 
INSIGNIFICANT is the story of some of the most 

important women in the history of astronomy: Cecilia Payne, Annie Jump Cannon, 
Antonia Maury, Williamina Fleming, and Henrietta Swan Leavitt. 

 

http://www.infinitevarietynyc.org/new-index/#/new-page-1-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxAa53wkMTo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxAa53wkMTo&feature=youtu.be


  
Young Cecilia Payne is about to become the first person to 
receive a Ph.D. in astronomy from Harvard University. 
Despite the accolades and such a promising beginning to 
her career, she is opting to change her doctorate findings. 
She believes her discovery of something that undermines 
what is known of the universe will make her road a difficult 
one to travel. 

 
Her mentor, Annie Jump Cannon, unhappy with Cecilia's 
decision to negate this important finding, takes Cecilia on a 
journey through her own memories in order to persuade 
her that she is making a mistake in not taking credit for the 
find. 

  
Insignificant premiered at The Kraine Theatre on December 
3rd. 

  
The Huffington Post called Insignificant "entertaining, provocative, and informative." 

 
  

IVP "has put together a treat for anyone who likes 
their theater to be as educational as it is 
entertaining" - Natalie Saks, Chargedfm. 

 
  
"[Sean Michael] Welch's storytelling acumen allows 
him to deliver scientific exposition...without 
sacrificing the characters' sincere and at times raw 
human emotions"  - Nick Leshi, City of Kik. 
 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/sandra-kwesi-cameron/infinite-variety-producti_2_b_8834912.html
http://www.charged.fm/blog/post/11789/women-reach-for-the-stars-in-insignificant
http://nickleshi.blogspot.com/2015/12/thoughts-on-play-insignificant.html


 

Talk backs with astronomers and physicists were held after performances. 
Speakers included Emily L. Rice from the Museum of Natural History; Marc 
Taylor from the Hudson River Museum Planetarium; Dr. Gerceida Jones 
from New York University; and Jillian Bellovary from the Museum of 
Natural History. We had inspiring conversations about how to support 
marginalized voices in the sciences. 

 

 

 

  IVP performed an excerpt 

from Insignificant at HeForShe 

Arts Week sponsored by UN 

Women in March, 2016. The 

evening featured original work 

by innovative New York City 

artists to create conversation 

around breaking gender 

conventions.  

Insignificant was also recently 

featured at an Astronomy on 

Tap event to make the sciences 

accessible to the public. 

Click here for a live stream of 

the evening. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
EPISODE OVERVIEW OF WEB SERIES 
 
INSIGNIFICANT the web series is based on the show but made for your television or 
computer screen!  
 
The web series is made up of 10 fifteen minutes episodes but can be made into a 
longer series if preferred. History has given us plenty of material. 

 
 

http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=fabd1ed0b4&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=fabd1ed0b4&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=507b0cd1f3&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=507b0cd1f3&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=6671c87828&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=6671c87828&e=e35ae2cd07
http://infinitevarietynyc.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=fdc49cd103bf14992b2571a1b&id=403dea6f23&e=e35ae2cd07


ONE: It is 1925, and Cecilia Payne is about to graduate as the first female to receive a 
Ph.D. in Astronomy from Harvard University. However, in order to give herself a 
fighting chance to have a successful career, she is going to negate the findings of her 
doctorate studies which have the potential to change everything anyone knows about 
the known universe. Her mentor, Annie Jump Cannon, is understandably displeased, 
and begins a journey carved out of her own memories of what it was like to be one of 
the original Harvard "computers." 
 
TWO: Cecilia gets a taste of what it was like for the Harvard "computers" when they 
first started out. At Annie's prodding, Cecilia explains her meeting with Professor 
Henry Russell to ensure Annie that she has made the right decision in regards to her 
thesis. 
 
THREE: Cecilia is introduced to the major players in the Harvard "computer" saga via 
inappropriate means. 
 
FOUR: Cecilia witnesses how the Harvard "computers" began with Williamina Fleming 
being somehow more reliable as a maid than teaching assistants who can't be 
bothered with such tedious work. 
 
FIVE: Cecilia watches the "computers" on a night off, unable to completely pull 
themselves away from discussing work. The four women hatch a plan to symbolically 
gain more recognition for themselves. 

 
         SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, NINE AND TEN....Curious? We can't give it all away. 
 
DON’T UNDERSTAND A DISCOVERY?  
HAVE A PRESENT DAY SCIENTIST EXPLAIN IT IN LAYMEN TERMS! 
 
 
 
Each episode will include a cameo by contemporary scientists including: 
 
Emily Rice (Professor of Engineering and Physics at CSI)  
Summer Ash (Director of Astronomy Outreach at Columbia University) 
Jillian Bellvory (Helen Postdoctoral Fellow at American Museum of Natural History) 
Saavik Ford(Professor of Science at BMCC) 
Saurabh Jha (Professor of Physics & Science at Rutgers) 
Marc Taylor (Manager of Science Programs at Hudson River Museum & Planetarium) 
Colette Salyk (Professor of Astronomy at Vassar College) 
Irene Pease (Brooklyn Neighborhood Astronomer) 
Ashley Pagnotta (Davis Scholar- Postdoctoral Fellow at Museum of Natural History) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meet the Characters 
 

 
 
“The human brain is greater yet, because it can comprehend it all.” 
        Antonia Maury speaking of the greatness of the Universe. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 “A straight line can readily be drawn among each of the two series of 

points corresponding to maxima and minima, thus showing that there is a 

simple relation between the brightness of the variables and their periods.” 

            Henrietta Swan Leavitt describing her famous discovery. 

 
 
  
“We do our best to increase the sum of human knowledge as pertains to 
the story of starlight.” 
                       Annie Jump Cannon: Celestial Computer 
 
 
 
 
“While we cannot maintain that in everything woman is man’s equal, yet in 
many things her patience, perseverance and method make her his 
superior. Therefore, let us hope that in astronomy, which now affords a 
large field for women’s work and skill, she may, as has been the case in 
several other sciences, at least prove herself his equal.” 
    Williamina Paton Stevens Fleming: From Housekeeper to Astronomer 
 

 
 
Do not undertake a scientific career in quest of fame or money. There are 
easier and better ways to reach them. Undertake it only if nothing else will 
satisfy you; for nothing else is probably what you will receive. Your reward 
will be the widening of the horizon as you climb. And if you achieve that 
reward you will ask no other. 
                                       Cecilia Payne 
 

 

 

 



FUTURE OF THIS SERIES 

Women have contributed in all fields for many years. We want to celebrate their societal 
impact and remind the world that yes, women can do anything. 
  
Each season will highlight women from a particular field and include appearances from 
current female experts in that field. 
 
Look at the photos below for information on possible future seasons! 

 
 WOMEN IN TECH 

There's something about the number 30. 
It's the age Silicon Valley considers workers over the hill. It's 
how old Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg is now.  
 
And it's the average percentage of women working in the 
tech industry, based on diversity reports published by 11 of 
the world's largest tech companies last year.  
 
In comparison, women make up 59 percent of the US labor 
force and almost 51 percent of the US population, according 
to the US Census Bureau. 
 
 

WOMEN IN MARTIAL ARTS 

Society has changed, and so has role of women. Slowly, 
their contribution and importance in all areas are being 
recorded and noticed. Women are now recognized for their 
interest in and contribution to the martial arts. It is time we 
acknowledge women BEFORE Rhonda Rousey  
 
 

 

WOMEN ACTIVIST 
Women Strike for Peace (WSP, also known as Women for 
Peace) is a United States women's peace activist group.  
 
In 1961, at the height of the Cold War, about 50,000 women 
brought together by Women Strike for Peace marched in 60 
cities in the United States to demonstrate against nuclear 
weapons.  
 
Yes...these women got shit done! 
 

WOMEN INVENTORS 
We all know the names of certain famous male inventors 
throughout history, from Galileo to Alexander Graham 
Bell to Steve Jobs, but many women have also contributed 
groundbreaking ideas to science, technology, and our daily 
lives. 
Do you know even Monopoly was made by a woman. 
             are you interested in what else women created? 
     

  AND SO MANY OTHER POSSIBILITIES! 

https://www.themuse.com/advice/the-history-of-women-in-tech-is-longer-and-cooler-than-you-know
https://www.themuse.com/advice/the-history-of-women-in-tech-is-longer-and-cooler-than-you-know
http://www.taichitom.com/women.html
http://www.womenforpeace.org/
http://www.biography.com/news/famous-women-inventors-biography
http://www.biography.com/news/famous-women-inventors-biography


INFORMATION ON INFINITE VARIETY PRODUCTIONS 

Infinite Variety Productions (IVP), a registered NYS 501(c)(3) theatre company, has shed light on the little-

known stories from women’s history. Alison Lucidi noted in a 1994 review that in thirteen popular history 

textbooks, material on women comprised no more than one percent of any one book.  Since women make up 

at least 50 percent of the human population, that one percent is glaringly inaccurate.  IVP’s work gives women 

due recognition for making our world what it is today. 

IVP started with Shirley Lauro’s A Piece Of My Heart, based on interviews with women who served in 
Vietnam.  Many of our young audiences were surprised to learn that women were involved at all, since their 
history books omit this chapter.  Our other military piece, Censored On Final Approach by Phylis Ravel, 
traveled even further back in time to WWII, when the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) served in the US 
military, yet received no military benefits.  This time, most audience members were surprised by female 
involvement in the military.  Both productions saw multiple iterations, most of which featured educational, after-
show talk backs with female veterans.   
 

 

IVP has also produced shows about the Magdalene Laundries (Eclipsed by Patricia Burke Brogan), the 
Radium Girls (These Shining Lives by Melanie Marnich), and the first female astronomers (Insignificant by 
Sean Michael Welch).  Each play featured educational talkbacks and received critical acclaim.  You can read 
more about IVP’s productions at www.infinitevarietynyc.org. 
 

IVP creates intriguing and engaging theatre, but we know it takes more than just a good show to make change 

happen.  We have a multidisciplinary approach to outreach; we collaborate with other likeminded 

organizations, educate audiences, and engage with communities.  Our partnering organizations include the 

Vietnam Women’s Memorial Foundation, Justice for Magdalenes, and the Kuehne Foundation. Our 

productions frequently tour in alternative venues including the Women in Military Service for America Museum 

and the American Airpower Museum. This expands our reach and allows us to meet unique audience 

demographics with a personal connection to our work. Each of our productions includes curated talk backs with 

field experts and advocates to spark critical conversation with audience members about gender issues.  We 

also had the privilege of leading educational workshops with high school and college students in Sheridan, 

Wyoming during our tour of A Piece Of My Heart.   

 

For more information on the web series head to: IVPontheWeb 

For more information on Infinite Variety Productions click on: IVPNYC 

We are currently looking for sponsors for our series. For more information on 

sponsorship and budget email: infinitevarietynyc@gmail.com  

 

http://www.infinitevarietynyc.org/
http://www.insignificant-thewebseries.com/
http://www.infinitevarietynyc.org/
mailto:infinitevarietynyc@gmail.com

